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This essay uses a mixed-methods ap-
proach combining scoping review,
thematic qualitative analysis, and
case study methodologies to identify
relationships between art and polit-
ical advocacy in the context of the
AIDS epidemic. Thirty-four relevant
articles were found through a com-
prehensive literature search focused
on social scientific analyses. Three
key themes were identified: address-
ing negative stereotypes; the impor-
tance of education; and giving voice
to individuals affected by HIV. The
significance of iconic artist Keith
Haring and two important artworks
related to HIV advocacy—the
Keiskamma Altarpiece and the Rib-
bon Project—are discussed, with
lessons distilled for the role that art
can play in political advocacy on
global health issues more broadly.

Cet essai utilise une approche à méthodes
mixtes combinant un examen de la portée,
une analyse qualitative thématique et des
méthodologies d’études de cas pour iden-
tifier les relations entre l’art et le plai-
doyer politique dans le contexte de l’épi-
démie de Sida. Trente-quatre articles perti-
nents ont été trouvés grâce à une recherche
documentaire complète axée sur les ana-
lyses scientifiques sociales. Trois thèmes-
clés ont été identifiés: lutter contre les sté-
réotypes négatifs; l’importance de l’édu-
cation; et donner la parole aux personnes
touchées par le VIH. L’importance de l’ar-
tiste emblématique Keith Haring et de
deux œuvres d’art importantes liées au
plaidoyer contre le VIH—le Retable de
Keiskamma et le Ribbon Project—sont
examinées afin d’en tirer des leçons sur
le rôle que l’art peut jouer plus largement
dans le plaidoyer politique sur les ques-
tions de santé mondiale.
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METHODS

- <9 K=89 G7CD9 C: H<9 @=H9F5HIF9 CB H<9 HCD=7 C: 5FH 5B8 �"�,
58JC757M 75@@G :CF BIA9FCIG :CFAG C: 9J=89B79 HC 69 5B5	
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Scoping Review
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(“Human Immunodeficiency Virus” OR “Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome” OR “HIV” OR
“AIDS)
AND
(“Visual art” OR “Photography” OR “Media art” OR “Performance art”
OR “Community art” OR “Theatre” OR “Theater” OR “Street art”
OR “Art exhibit” OR “Graffiti” OR “Photography” OR “Artistic”
OR “Artwork” OR “Poetry” OR “Poem” OR “Music” OR “Song” OR “Drama” OR “Dance”)
AND
(“Lobbying” OR “Lobby” OR “Advocacy” OR “Advocate” OR “Policy” OR “Change”
OR “Policy change” OR “Policymaking” OR “Activism” OR “Activist” OR “Educate”
OR “Education” OR “Awareness” OR “Stigma” or “Funds” OR “Fundraising” OR “Knowledge”)
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C: ;FCK=B; 588=H=CB5@ GCIF79G :FCA 5 :9K =B=H=5@ ;F5=BG
 -C 9BGIF9 H<5H
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A5?9FG� CF DC@=7M B9HKCF?G� ��� 7=J=@ GC7=9HM� 5B8�CF ��� H<9 ;9B9F5@
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Qualitative Thematic Analysis
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HK99B 5FH 5B8 DC@=7M A5?=B; CB !"/��"�,�U -<=G K5G :C@@CK98 6M
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Case Studies
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H<F99 5FHKCF?G K9F9 G9D5F5H9@M =89BH=:=98 5G K9@@	?BCKB 9L5AD@9G H<5H
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CJ9F5F7<=B; H<9A9G C: H<9 @=H9F5HIF9 =B 5 ACF9 5779GG=6@9� F9@5H56@9
A5BB9F


-<9 75G9 GHI8=9G K9F9 BCH =89BH=:=98 H<FCI;< 5 @=H9F5HIF9 G95F7<

+5H<9F� 8IF=B; H<9 89G=;B D<5G9 C: H<9 GHI8M� =BJ9GH=;5HCFG 6F5=B	
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GHCFA98 K<5H :5ACIG J=GI5@ 5FHKCF?G CF 5FH=GHG 75A9 HC A=B8 K<9B
H<9M H<CI;<H C: 5FH =B H<9 7CBH9LH C: �"�,
 0<9B 5 G9H C: ?9M 5FHKCF?G
K9F9 =89BH=:=98� H<F99 K9F9 7<CG9B 65G98 CB H<9=F K9@@	8C7IA9BH98 B5	
HIF9 5B8 H<9=F =7CB=7 GH5HIG =B H<9 �"�, ACJ9A9BH
 � 6F=9: @=H9F5HIF9
G95F7< K5G H<9B 7CB8I7H98 HC 9LD@CF9 H<9 89G=;B 5B8 =AD57H C: 957<
5FHKCF?


RESULTS

Scoping Review

-<=FHM	:CIF F9@9J5BH 5FH=7@9G K9F9 =89BH=:=98 :FCA H<9 @=H9F5HIF9 G95F7<

�� ����� C: H<9 5FH=7@9G K9F9 DI6@=G<98 =B D99F	F9J=9K98 >CIFB5@G�
9=;<H ����� K9F9 ;F9M @=H9F5HIF9� 5B8 CB9 ���� K5G 5 6CC?
 -<9
ACGH 7CAACB 5FH=7@9 HMD9G K9F9 75G9 GHI8=9G �B��� 5B8 5B5@MH=75@ 9G	
G5MG �B���� :C@@CK98 6M 9H<BC;F5D<=7 5B5@MG9G �B���� DF9	DCGH GHI8	
=9G �B���� EI5@=H5H=J9 GHI8=9G �B���� F9DCFHG �B���� 5FH 9L<=6=H=CB F9	
J=9KG �B���� 8=GG9FH5H=CBG �B���� DCGH	=BH9FJ9BH=CB GIFJ9MG �B���� F5B	
8CA=N98 7CBHFC@@98 HF=5@G �B���� 6CC?G �B��� 5B8 B9KGD5D9F 5FH=7@9G
�B��
 �5G9 GHI8=9G C:H9B =BJC@J98 5B5@MN=B; H<9 ;9B9F5@ =AD57H C: 5
D5FH=7I@5F 5FHKCF? CF 5FH=GH� K=H<CIH :CFA5@@M 5GG9GG=B; H<9 5FH=GH CF 5I	
8=9B79 A9A69FG
 ,=A=@5F@M� 5B5@MH=75@ 9GG5MG =BJC@J98 8=G7IGG=B; H<9
;9B9F5@ FC@9 C: 5FH =B !"/ 58JC757M IG=B; 9J=89B79 :FCA H<9 @=H9F5HIF9
5G�K9@@�5G�9L5AD@9G�C:�F9@9J5BH�5FHKCF?G


� ����� C: H<9 5FHKCF?G K9F9 65G98 =B �:F=75 5B8 5BCH<9F � �����
K9F9 =B 'CFH< �A9F=75� :C@@CK98 6M �IFCD9 �B���� �G=5 �B���� 5B8
=BH9FB5H=CB5@ �B���
 -<9 ACGH 7CAACB 5FH AC85@=H=9G K9F9 H<95HF9
�B���� J=GI5@ 5FH �B��� D<CHC;F5D<M �B���� DC9HFM �B���� 5B8 AIG=7
�B���
 /=GI5@ 5FH K5G ACF9 @=?9@M HC 69 IG98 =B �IFCD9 5B8 'CFH<
�A9F=75� K<9F95G H<95HF9 K5G ACF9 7CAACB@M :CIB8 =B �G=5B 5B8
�:F=75B F9;=CBG
 -<9 H5F;9H 5I8=9B79 C: H<9 �� 5FHKCF?G K5G H<9 DI6@=7
����� K=H< :=J9 ����� 5B8 CB9 ���� C: H<9 5FHKCF?G H5F;9H98 HCK5F8G
7=J=@�GC7=9HM�CF�DC@=7M�B9HKCF?G��F9GD97H=J9@M
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Case Studies

Case Study 1: Keith Haring

�G CB9 C: H<9 ACGH =B:@I9BH=5@ 5FH=GHG C: <=G H=A9� $9=H< !5F=B;WG KCF?G
<9@D98 HC D@579 H<9 9LD9F=9B79G C: =B8=J=8I5@G @=J=B; K=H< !"/ CB H<9
DI6@=7WG F585F 5B8 DFCJ=898 DCK9F:I@ GMA6C@=GA HC H<9 �"�, ACJ9	
A9BH
 -<9 H<9A9 C: !"/��"�, 69;5B HC 5DD95F A=8K5M H<FCI;< !5F	
=B;WG 75F99F� :=FGH 8I9 HC H<9 @CGG C: <=G :F=9B8GW @=J9G HC H<9 =@@B9GG 5B8
@5H9F�HC�<=G�CKB�!"/�8=5;BCG=G��!5F=B;�


�C@@CK=B; <=G 8=5;BCG=G =B ���� !5F=B; A589 =H 5 D9FGCB5@ ;C5@ HC
IG9 <=G 5FH HC <9@D DFCJ=89 :IB8=B; 5B8 =A5;9FM HC �"�, CF;5B=N5H=CBG
�$9=H< !5F=B; �CIB85H=CB�
 -<=G =G =@@IGHF5H98 =B CB9 KCF? :FCA ���
��=;IF9 ��� =B K<=7< 5 @5F;9� <CFB98 GD9FA =G G<CKB 5G 5 D9FGCB=:=75	
H=CB C: !"/
 -<9 GD9FA =G <5H7<=B; :FCA 5B 9;; GHF5DD98 HC 5 A5BWG
6C8M� <=;<@=;<H=B; H<9 CDDF9GG=CB 5B8 89J5GH5H=CB 9LD9F=9B798 6M =B	
8=J=8I5@G K=H< H<9 J=FIG �&9@7<9F�
 -<9 7CBHF5GH 69HK99B H<9 ACB	
GHFCIG 5DD95F5B79 C: H<9 GD9FA 5B8 H<9 :F5;=@=HM C: H<9 A5BWG 6C8M F9	
A=B8G IG H<5H !"/ K5G :5F :FCA 69=B; 7CBG=89F98 THF95H56@9U 5H H<9
H=A9��C:H9B�@95J=B;�D5H=9BHG�K=H<�5�G9BG9�C:�89GD5=F�5B8�<CD9@9GGB9GG


"B 588=H=CB HC G<988=B; @=;<H CB H<9 7<5@@9B;9G :5798 6M D9CD@9 @=J=B;
K=H< !"/� !5F=B;� H<FCI;< <=G 5FHKCF?� 5@GC 75@@98 CIH H<9 DI6@=7WG =B	
8=::9F9B79 5B8 8=G85=B HCK5F8G H<9 �"�, ACJ9A9BH
 Silence = Death
��=;IF9 �� G<CKG 5 ;FCID C: :=;IF9G 7CJ9F=B; H<9=F 95FG� ACIH<G� 5B8
9M9G� <=;<@=;<H=B; H<9 :57H H<5H ACGH D9CD@9 K9F9 :CF798 HC GI::9F =B
56GC@IH9 G=@9B79� F9>97H98 6M H<9=F CKB 7CAAIB=H=9G �&9@7<9F�
 � D=B?
HF=5B;@9 =G G<CKB =B H<9 657?;FCIB8� 5B 9A6@9A H<5H <58 CB79 699B
5 GMA6C@ IG98 HC G=;B=:M <CACG9LI5@ =B8=J=8I5@G 8IF=B; H<9 !C@C	
75IGH
 !5F=B;WG IG9 C: H<9 D=B? HF=5B;@9 =B <=G KCF?G <9@D98 ;5M 5B8
!"/��"�, F=;<HG 57H=J=GHG F9	5DDFCDF=5H9 H<9 GMA6C@ 5G 5 DFC	;5M� !"/
F=;<HG�=7CB�H<FCI;<CIH�H<9����G��&9@7<9F�
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���!����&�����'.�	�� ��������/ Untitled/��!���������������/�+*�"�)+���/�%-,,�2��� 31�	�� �

������/ Silence = Death/��������������������/�--�"�--���/�%-,-�2���� 30�5�	�� ��������

��!��� ���

Case Study 2: Keiskamma Altarpiece

(B9 C: H<9 ACGH =B:@I9BH=5@ 5B8 DCK9F:I@ D=979G C: �"�,	F9@5H98 5FH=G	
H=7 58JC757M =G H<9 =BHF=75H9 6958=B; H<5H A5?9G ID H<9 Keiskamma Al-
tarpiece ��=;IF9 ��
 -<=G D=979 C: 5FH� A95GIF=B; 5DDFCL=A5H9@M � 6M
�
� A9HF9G�� 6M �� :99H�� K5G 7F95H98 =B ���� CJ9F H<9 7CIFG9 C: G=L
ACBH<G =B !5A6IF;� ,CIH< �:F=75� 6M �� KCA9B K<CG9 GA5@@ 7C5GH5@
HCKB K5G B95F@M 897=A5H98 6M H<9 �"�, 9D=89A=7 �T$9=G?5AA5 �@	
H5FD=979U�
 �GH56@=G<98 5G D5FH C: H<9 $9=G?5AA5 -FIGH IB89F H<9 8=	
F97H=CB C: �F
 �5FC@ �5?9F� 5 @C75@ D<MG=7=5B 5B8 5FH=GH� H<9 IB89F@M=B;
5=A C: H<9 DFC>97H K5G HC DFCJ=89 H<9 7CAAIB=HM A9A69FG K=H< 5 J=GI	
5@ F9DF9G9BH5H=CB C: H<9=F 9LD9F=9B79G 5B8 7CAAIB5@ F9G=@=9B79 5H H<9
<9=;<H�C:�H<9��"�,�9D=89A=7��+9GG�


0<=@9 5 G=;B=:=75BH <=GHCF=75@ DF97IFGCF� H<9 Isenheim AltarpieceS5
�H<	79BHIFM 5FHKCF? :FCA �@G579� �F5B79� H<5H =BGD=F98 H<9 Keiskam-
ma AltarpieceS89D=7H98 H<9 <CFFCFG C: 9F;CH=GA� =HG �GH	79BHIFM GI7	
79GGCF :C7IG9G =BGH958 CB H<9 89J5GH5H=CB C: H<9 �"�, 9D=89A=7
��<5@A9FG�
 -<9 D=979 =G 8=J=898 =BHC H<F99 G97H=CBG� K=H< H<9 CIH9F	
ACGH @5M9F F9DF9G9BH=B; H<9 895H<� D5=B� 5B8 JC=8 @9:H 6M H<9 9D=89A	
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